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What Is Most Needed at This Time? 


“There never was a greater need for a complete and thor- 
ough Canned Foods Week campaign than this year,” said Presi- 
dent R. L. Davidson of the National Wholesale Grocers Asso- 


ciation at the recent meeting of the Western Canners Associa- 
tion. 


“Every canner, every machinery and canner supply man, 
every wholesaler, broker and retailer must put money, effort, 
enthusiasm into this Fall campaign in order to put over that 
which is most needed at this time, the greatest educational 
and sales productive work that it is possible for human en- 
deavor to perform, and I assure you that wholesale grocers 
everywhere will do their part. Gentlemen, Canned Foods Week 
is our doctor to put the industry on a healthy basis, but we must 
use the doctor. Holding back, scheming to outwit as to acreage 
contracted, as well as hasty, careless and improper canning will 
send you to a sick bed far worse than the one some of you have 
been occupying. 

“Our slogan must be, ‘A Greater Canned Foods Week This 
Year,’ and then every last one of us enter into it heart and soul 
with real punch and determination to place before the consum- 
ing public the fact that canned foods are more economic, are 
health-giving, handy, necessary and fundamental in the prepa- 
ration of the nation’s meals—and on the other hand, not attempt 
a bigger food production, but a better food production.” 
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Additional Figures on Varieties of Corn Packed 


Estimates on the 1926 pack of different varieties of corn, 
based on figures from states producing about 75 per cent of the 
entire canned corn output, were published in the Information 
Letter for March 26. Since that time estimates have been re- 
ceived from other states producing about 15 per cent of the out- 
put, so that it is possible to show the pack by varieties in the 
listricts that produce about 90 per cent of all the canned corn. 

The additional figures make several changes in the relative 
standing of the different varieties. In the first report published 
they ranked in the following order: Country Gentleman, Ever- 
green, Crosby, Narrow Grain and Yellow Varieties. With the 
additional figures the ranking is as follows; Evergreen, 6,412,- 
815 cases; Country Gentleman, 4,842,068; Narrow Grain, 2,778,- 
146; Crosby, 2,502,134; Yellow Varieties, 1,230,037. 


Car Loadings Over Million Mark 


Loadings of revenue freight, despite the Mississippi floods 
and the bituminous miners strike, exceeded 1,000,000 cars for 
the week ended April 30. Loadings for the week totaled 1,026,- 


440 cars, an increase of 71,225 cars over the preceding week 
this year, and of 31,032 cars above the same week in 1926. 


Tentative Report on Freight Rates 


In a tentative report submitted to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission Examiner F. C. Weems recommends that the Com- 
mission find the rates on canned foods and vinegar in carloads 
from points in Northwestern Arkansas to points in Southeast- 
ern territory not unreasonable or otherwise unlawful. A com- 
plaint filed in June, 1926, alleged that these rates were unrea- 
sonable and that they were unjustly discriminatory and preju- 
dicial as compared with rates to the same territory on canned 
foods from producing points in Maryland and Tennessee. 


Salt in Tablet Form 


Canners are now being circulated with samples of salt tab- 
lets which are offered for use with tomatoes and other vege- 
tables, replacing dry salt and brine. The chief claims are ease 
of handling and uniformity of quantity of salt added to each can. 
Several members have submitted samples of these tablets to the 
Laboratory for information regarding the purity of the product 
for canners’ use, and the number of tablets necessary for vari- 
ous sized cans of different products. 
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Analysis of these samples has shown them to be of satis- 
factory purity for canned foods. Three sizes of tablets have 
been received in the Laboratory, designated by the manufac- 
turer as 20 grain, 30 grain and 100 grain. The weights of the 
individual tablets have been found to agree very closely to the 
weights claimed. 


Individual canners add varying amounts of salt to their to- 
matoes. Based on the use of two level tablespoonfuls, or ap- 
proximately 415 grains, of dry salt for the No. 10 can, propor- 
tional amounts for the No. 3, No. 24, No. 2 and No. 1 can would 
be (to the nearest 5 grains) 135 grains, 120 grains, 80 grains 
and 45 grains, respectively. Assuming 7 ounces of brine are 
added to a No. 2 can of peas, lima beans, string beans, etc., the 
amount of dry salt added (to the nearest 5 grains) is: 

55 grains when brine is 15 Ibs. salt in 100 gallons water 


70 grains when brine is 20 lbs. salt in 100 gallons water 
90 grains when brine is 25 lbs. salt in 100 gallons water 


Proportional amounts in the No. 1, 214, 3 and 10 cans (to 
the nearest 5 grains) are given in the following table, and will 
enable one to calculate the number of tablets necessary to give 
a desired brine strength: 

Ibs. salt 
in 100 Grains of salt corresponding to brines of different strength. 
gal. water 
No. 1 Can No, 2 Can No. 2% Can No. 3 Can No. 10 Can 
30 £5 80 90 275 
70 105 120 865 
90 130 150 455 


Asks Bids on Evaporated Milk 


The Quartermaster Supply Officer at Fort Mason, San Fran- 
ciseo, California, is asking for bids on evaporated milk for de- 
livery at various points, bids to be submitted not later than May 
31. Copies of the Circular Proposals can be obtained from the 
Supply Officer at Fort Mason. 


Flexible Tariff Case Appealed to Supreme Court 


An apeal has been taken to the U. S. Supreme Court from 
the decision of the U. 8. Court of Customs Appeals holding the 
flexible provisions of the Tariff Act of 1922 to be constitutional 
and a proper exercise of power by Congress. 


Northern Ireland Food Regulations 
Following the example of the Imperial Parliament in enact- 
ing a law in 1926 regulating the use of preservatives in food, 
the Government of Northern Island, through its Minister of 
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Home Affairs, has promulgated new rules based upon the exist- 
ing code regarding their use in articles intended for public sale 
and consumption in this province, to be effective July 1, 1927. 
The regulations specify the articles of food which may contain 
preservative, and the nature and proportion of preservative per- 
mitted in each case. 


Foreign Markets for Dried Fruits 


A 113-page bulletin on the International Trade in Dried 
Fruit has been issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. The report is based largely upon official trade and 
production statistics of the various countries, supplemented 
with reports received from the foreign representatives of the 
Departments of Commerce and State. Copies of the bulletin, 
listed as Trade Promotion Series No. 44, are obtainable from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, at 15 cents each. 


Retail Trade in April 


Sales of 618 department and other retail stores which made 
preliminary reports to the Federal Reserve System were 8 per 
cent larger in April of this year than in April, 1926. Sales of 
four mail-order houses were 6.6 per cent larger than a year ago, 
while those of five-and-ten-cent chain stores (eight chains) were 
22 per cent larger. This large growth in sales in April as com- 
pared with April of last year, reflected in part the fact that the 
date of Easter this year was approximately two weeks later 
than last year. 


Canning and Can-making in Foreign Countries 


A series of circulars on the canning and can-making indus- 
tries of foreign countries has been issued by the Industrial Ma- 
chinery Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce. Members of the Association who have not received 
copies through the Commerce Department's distribution of the 
circulars, may obtain them by writing to the Industrial Machin- 
ery Division. Additional circulars, covering other countries 
will be issued later, it is stated. Those issued to date are as 
follows: Circular No. 663, Canada; No. 664, France; No. 665, 
Australia and New Zealand; No. 667, Chile; No. 668, Italy; No. 
669, Malaya; No. 672, Union of South Africa; No. 674, Japan; 
No. 677, Norway; No. 679, Italy; No. 682, Portugal. 
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